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U N I T E D S T A T E S E N V I R O N M E N T A L P R O T E C T I O N A G E N C Y
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19 May 2000
Mel & Lerah Parker
5000 Highway 37 N.
Libby, Montana 59923

S u b j e c t : A c c e s s A g r e e m e n t and Other I t e m s f o r t h e S t a r t o f C l e a n - u p o f t h e F o r m e r
W.R. Grace S c r e e n i n g Plant

Dear Mel & Lerah,
As we have been d i s cu s s ing , and a f t e r what must have been an aggravating pas t few

months, the time is a p p r o a c h i n g to begin the clean-up and removal of asbes tos contamination
f r o m your p r o p e r t y . I would l ike to thank you for the pa t i ence and cooperat ion that you have
shown to me, the EPA, and our assorted contractors as we have been conduct ing our
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and nego t ia t i on s . T h i s has to have been ex t raord inar i ly s t r e s s f u l to you and your
f a m i l y , and I a p o l o g i z e if I, or the EPA has contributed in any way to that stress. W i t h this l e t t er ,
I would l ike to addr e s s three items of business that we must d i s cu s s pr ior to the start of any clean-
up work: the f i r s t is to f o r m a l i z e our access agreement to begin work on your p r o p e r t y ; the
second is to d i s cu s s how we will make arrangements to re locate you and your po s s e s s i on s to a
s u i t a b l e l o c a t i o n prior to the start of clean up; and the third is to begin d i s cu s s ing how to f i n a l i z e
the arrangements for the re s torat ion of your p r o p e r t y .

On the access issue, the EPA has received, and will honor your request for the EPA to
p e r f o r m the c l ean-up on your p r o p e r t y , not by W.R. Grace or its contractors. To this end I have
enc lo s ed a f a i r l y s tandard version of an EPA Acce s s Agreement that ou t l ine s the basic work to be
done, and upon your signature will grant access to EPA, MDEQ , their r epre s enta t ive s , and
contractors only. No one el se will be a l lowed access to your p r o p e r t y by EPA without your
expre s s ed permission. Plea s e review the Access Agreement, and if it is s a t i s f a c t o r y p l e a s e sign it
and d r o p it off with Linda in our Libby O f f i c e . If you have ques t ions, concerns, or would l ike to
make changes to the agreement, p l e a s e call me or Matt Cohn d i r e c t l y , and we should be able to
resolve them in short order.

On the issue of r e l o ca t i on , the EPA has tasked the V o l p e Research and S p e c i a l Program
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ( V o l p e Center) to make arrangements for
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your re locat ion. You might remember meeting Paul K u d a r a u s k a s , Mark Raney, or J o h n
M c G u i g g i n with the V o l p e Center. Paul and J o h n wil l be the main p o i n t s of contact for you on
working out the d e t a i l s , and will be contacting you directly. The general p lan is to set up a
Purchase Order with you d i r e c t l y , thus paying you a s t i p end for rent and l iv ing expense s , p l u s a
payment to cover expen s e s you incur during the move. For now we would l ike to set it up to
cover one year, and a d j u s t it as needed toward the end of that p e r i od . H o p e f u l l y , you wil l be in a
p o s i t i o n to move back onto the p r o p e r t y b e f o r e the year is out, but th i s gives us the f l e x i b i l i t y to
a d j u s t the arrangements if circumstances are d i f f e r e n t than we an t i c i pa t e .

The last thing I wish to d i s cu s s in this l e t t e r is the need to begin the p lanning for the
re s torat ion of your p r o p e r t y . As you know, the clean up of your p r o p e r t y wil l involve the
d e m o l i t i o n of the s tructures on it, and excavation of s o i l s covering the vast m a j o r i t y of your l a n d .
T h i s will re sul t in the l o s s of much real p r o p e r t y , l a n d s c a p i n g , and other improvements to which
you are e n t i t l e d to an equ i tab l e replacement . It would be the EPA's pr e f e r enc e , i f p o s s i b l e , to
p r o v i d e you with a cash s e t t l ement in-lieu of c o m p l e t i n g a full re s torat ion. T h i s would a l l ow you
f l e x i b i l i t y in what you put back on the p r o p e r t y , while k e ep ing the EPA out of the home b u i l d i n g
and l a n d s c a p i n g business. I am aware, that as part of your n e g o t i a t i o n s with W.R. Grace that
you have a l r e a d y a s s embled a f a i r amount of in f ormat i on document ing the value of your p r o p e r t y ,
i n c l u d i n g equipment and l a n d s c a p i n g . T h i s should serve as a good s tar t ing point for our
di s cu s s i on s . No matter what a p p r o a c h we take, it would be in our c o l l e c t i v e in t er e s t s to begin
these d i s cu s s i on s in the near fu ture .

Thank you again for your cooperat ion and con s id era t i on on this p r o j e c t . I wil l make every
e f f o r t to c o m p l e t e the work ahead of us in a s a f e , s a t i s f a c t o r y , and t ime ly f a s h i o n . I value your
input on these matters, and realize that you are the ones most d i r e c t l y impac t ed by the s i tuat ion at
hand, and the d e c i s i on s made in response. To the extent that it is a l l o w a b l e under the law I will
try to accommodate and a d d r e s s your wishes and concerns about your p r o p e r t y .

aul R. Peronard
On S c e n e C o o r d i n a t o r
Libby A s b e s t o s S i t e



Acces s Agre emen t
Name and A d d r e s s of Property: Mel & Lerah Parker

5000 H i g h w a y 37 N.
Libby, Montana 59923

I consent to o f f i c e r s , employee s , contractors, and authorized r epre s en ta t iv e s of the U . S .
Environmental Pro t e c t i on Agency (EPA) a n d / o r the Montana Department of Environmental
Q u a l i t y (MDEQ) entering and having continued access to our p r o p e r t y to conduct the clean up
and removal of asbes to s and other hazardous substances f r o m the p r o p e r t y . T h e s e activities will
g e n e r a l l y i n c l u d e , but are not l imi t ed to:

A. The c l eaning a n d / o r d e m o l i t i o n and subsequent removal of all b u i l d i n g s and other
s tructures on the proper ty .

B. The excavation and removal of contaminated s o i l s f r o m the p r o p e r t y .
C. B a c k f i l l i n g and regrading of the prop er ty .
D. The use of water within the s cope of the ex i s t ing water right s for the withdrawal

f r o m Rainy Creek, the K o o t e n a i River, and on-site we l l s .
E. C o l l e c t i o n of various soil, water, dust, and air s ampl e s .
F. The conduct of other misce l laneous re sponse actions as may arise f r o m unknown

cond i t i on s during the clean-up (e.g.- the d i s covery of an underground tank).
G. Re-vegetation and other restoration activities.
I realize that these act ions by EPA and MDEQ are undertaken pursuant to their re sponse

and enforcement r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under the Comprehens ive Environmental Response ,
C o m p e n s a t i o n , and L i a b i l i t y Act as amended (aka S u p e r f u n d ) , 42 U . S . C . 9601 et.

T h i s written permis s ion is given v o l u n t a r i l y with the k n o w l e d g e of our right to r e f u s e and
without threats or promise s of any kind.

D A T E S I G N A T U R E


